CHAPTER  IV

WAR FEARS AND WAR PLANS IN MOSCOW

THE overwhelming impression which the visitor to
the Soviet Union, who has had occasion to move about
the country freely, carries away with him is the dread
of war which hangs over the Russian people and the
mammoth defence plans which the Kremlin government
is putting through in preparation for it. During the ten
months which I spent in the Soviet republic the follow-
ing major demonstrations calculated to have vital bear-
ing on questions of war and peace between the Soviet
Union and the rest of the world took place:
One: Joseph Stalin, in an address to Soviet indus-
trialists, reaffirmed his belief in world revolution and
characterized the Soviet state as a lever in such revo-
lution. The success of the Five Year Plan, he predicted,
would "turn the world upside down."
Two: Premier V, Molotov, in his first message to
the Soviet congress, warned the nations of the West
that continued economic blockade of the Soviet Union
on grounds of alleged "dumping11 and "forced labor"
would inevitably lead to war. In such a war, Molotov